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Abstract〈 〉

Sexual Suppression and Resistant Consciousness
in Tess of the D'Urbervilles

Seong-Mi Kim
(Supervised by Professor Young-Soo Yang)

Major in English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea.

The melioristic point of view has been discussed actively as well as earlier

critics’ pessimistic points of view on Thomas Hardy; both are summarized in this

thesis. The origin of sexual discrimination, illustrated by Tess’s experience in the

book, shows a society where an androcentric sexual ideology was dominant and

how her consciousness of this grows as well as her resistance to this and her

sense of self-sovereignty.

In Hardy’s works of literature, ‘'Immanent Will’, namely a cosmic and

uncontrollable power rules the universe and all of the tragic figures are faced

with an ordeal. In this text can be seen anti-Christian tendencies and some

elements that did not meet the ethical standards of the time. This is why his

works of literature were criticized as blasphemous. These tendencies arose from

his intention to describe the true picture of the rural communities of his period.

These communities had become impoverished because of the fast inflow of

capitalization. Hardy wanted to illustrate rapid industrialization was not always

beneficial to everyone and how people were acting inhumane in these situations.

However, Hardy didn't believe everything was determined by fate. Rather, he

championed the necessity of change. Even though he acknowledged the duality of

change, namely the potential positive and negative effects of it, he chose to focus
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on the beneficial aspects of change. In addition he contemplated how to initiate

this change or "to join the flower of change" because change is natural in the

scheme of Hardy’s universe. Hardy believed to do this one has to expert one’s

will power to overcome the difficulties in one’s life.

Based on this premise the critical views of Hardy, both melioristic and

pessimistic can be seen in a different light. In the second chapter, the typical

melioristic point of view which insists that one try to seek a change of life for

the better is explored. In addition, in this chapter another critical view where

Hardy is regarded as a fatalist or a determinist because of the depressing aspects

of his work is explored; the potential for a better life is always available thus

putting an optimistic slant upon his work. In the third chapter, the cause of Tess's

misfortune was examined: repressive sexual ideology. The difficulties she suffered

were due to the fact that she was a woman living in the sexually repressive

Victorian Age. In the fourth chapter, the growth of her self-consciousness is

explored and how she overcomes external obstacles like religious, social and

economical discrimination and internal obstacles like self-recriminations due to her

own internal conventionality.

Thomas Hardy stirs up willpower and a resistance against suppression by

suggesting that people can overcome a painful moment that initially seemed

insurmountable like fate with an independent will.

A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University※

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2010.
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