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<Abstract>

The Relationship of Parent Communication Style to

Child Person-Relations Disposition

Song, Yeo-ok

Counseling Psychology Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Heo, Cheol-su

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship of parent
communication style to child person-relations disposition. The research
questions were posed as below:

1. How is parent communication style affected by child gender, child
birth of order and family atmosphere?

2. How is the person-relations disposition of children associated with
their gender, birth of order and family climate?

3. What is the connection between parent communication style and
child person-relations disposition?

To address the research questions and test the formulated
hypotheses, a survey was conducted on the students in their fifth and
sixth year of elementary school from the city of Jeju, and 324

questionnaires were collected and analyzed.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree

of Master of Education in August, 2002.
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The instrument used in this study to measure parent communication
style was Barnes & Olson(1982)'s parent—child communication style
inventory that covers two subareas: open communication and
problematic communication. Another one to track the person-relations
disposition of the students was An Beom-hui(1984)’s human-relations
disposition inventory that deals with seven subareas: dominance—a
sense of superiority, independence-responsibility, sympathy-reception,
sociability— friendliness, rivalry—aggression, ostentation—narcissism, and
resistance- distrust.

The collected data were analyzed with SPSS. t-test and F-test were
employed to find out the influence of child gender, birth of order and
family atmosphere on parent communication style and child person-
relations disposition, and Pearson coefficient analysis was implemented
to see how parent communication style was correlated to child person-

relations disposition.

The findings of this study were as below:

First, by birth of order, the children who were the youngest in their
families had more open communication with their fathers, than those
who were the oldest or the middle children.

Second, the children from more amicable families shared more open
communication with parents, and those from less peaceful families
leaned more toward problematic communication.

Third, by birth of order, the children who were the oldest in their

families were more inclined to be sociable—friendly, whereas those who

_51_



were the youngest were more liable to be independent-responsible,
sympathetic-receptive, ostentatious—narcissistic or resistant—distrustful.

Fourth, the children from more peaceful families were apt to be
independent-responsible or sociable—friendly. And those from less
amicable families leaned more toward dominance-a sense of
superiority, rivalry—aggression, ostentation—narcissistic or
resistance—distrust.

Fifth, those who shared more open communication with fathers were
more inclined to be sympathetic-receptive or sociable-friendly, and the
children who had more problematic communication with fathers

were more attached to resistance-distrust, dominance-a sense of
superiority or rivalry—aggression.

Sixth, those who had more open communication with mothers were
more disposed to be sympathetic-receptive or sociable-friendly. The
children who shared more problematic communication with mothers
leaned more toward dominance-a sense of superiority or rivalry-

aggression.

It's suggested in this study that the kind of communication training
that could accelerate more functional, smooth  parent—child
communication should be provided for children to build more positive,

receptive human relations.
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