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<Abstract >

A Study on Yoon Seon-Do’s Perception of

Landscape and His Poetic Manifestation

Moon, Sun-Ae

Majored in Korean Language Education,

Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Leading Professor Sohn, O-Gyu

Yoon Seon-Do was a high ranking officer of the Joseon Dynasty,

an intellectual and statesman of the day. His later life was not

smooth sailing. The rest of his life was either in exile or seclusion.

This was the time when he came to find and encapsulate the

genuine beauty of landscape in poetic manifestation, which has

become an important part of the history of Korean literature.

The study aims to examine the poet’s perception of landscape

and how it appears in his poetry. First, the study looks over his

life seeking the motives for a life sequestered deep into the world

of landscape. His life is reviewed in three sequential phases:

entering into public life, exile, and seclusion. Secondly, the study

looks into how his perception of landscape shapes up in poetic
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manifestation.

Yoon Seon-Do initially perceived landscape as a simple and

practical space for living. By estranging himself further into the

cycle of a secluded life, the meaning of landscape gradually

transformed into a space of healing and compensation for his

wounds caused by the absurdities of the real world and ideological

frustrations. Finally, it is perceived as a utopia nourishing the utmost

of beauty.

As a noble gentry, Yoon Seon-Do had the longing for a life of

seclusion in landscape. At the same time, he espoused the

philosophy of Gyungguk-Jemin( ), meaning ‘State經國濟民 administration

to relieve the people’s suffering’. The onfrontational power of

these two elements were matched equally deep inside his mind,

often stirred up to collide. Their powers appear in his contradictory

life: yearning for landscape, during his service for the Royal Court,

but envying for the service while he was living in seclusion.

Nevertheless, Yoon Seon-Do was not able to give up his

upholding of the Gyungguk-Jemin or the yearning for landscape.

He needed all to discipline himself to attain and reach the status

of self-realization.

In conclusion, the study brings out the confirmation of his

affinity to and depth of understanding about landscape. It also

reveals the significant influence of landscape as an essential

element to form the poetic world of Yoon Seon-Do.
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