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<Abstract>
An Analysis of the Structures and Contents of Social Studies
Textbooks by the 7th National Curriculum Focusing on the
Chapter II, "Natural Environment and Human Life”

Lee, Heay-Suk

Geography Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Son, Myong—Cheol

The purpose of this thesis is to compare and analyze the structures
and contents of social studies textbooks by the 7th National Curriculum,
more specifically the Chapter I "Natural Environment & Human Life.”
It is to examine the actual conditions and problems in the textbooks and
provide some information that can be used for better textbooks later. For
this purpose, compared and analyzed are not only the content structures
and elements of the textbooks by the 6th and 7th National Curriculums
but also the differences and changes in teaching-learning and evaluation.
In addition, content elements, content structures and learning
materials(graphs, drawings and pictures) in eight different textbooks
published by the 7th National Curriculum have been analyzed, and
investigated is whether these textbooks correspond to the aims and
purports of the 7th National Curriculum.

The results of this research can be summarized as follows:

Firstly, the eight sorts of textbooks published by the 7th National
Curriculum are much the same in the way each chapter is developed.

However, more research activities are included in the textbooks by the

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 2003.
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7th National Curriculum than in those by the 6th National Curriculum.
In quantities, more emphasis is put on Chapter II than on any other
chapter. Subtitles in the textbooks by the 7th National Curriculum make
little difference in content structures from those in the textbooks by the
6th National Curriculum, but the subtitles are followed by more contents
variety. In particular, a lot of contents about International GGeography are
added in the 7th National Curriculum which were not contained in the
6th National Curriculum.

Secondly, most textbooks include content elements indicated by the 7th
National Curriculum, but their explanation of contents 1is poor.
Furthermore, in only a few textbooks are seen current contents of
importance appearing most recently. In short, there are some limits of
content elements.

Thirdly, much more learning materials are included in the textbooks by
the 7th National Curriculum than in those by the 6th National
Curriculum, more specifically picture materials take up most of the
Chapter II. That is because Chapter— 1l is on Natural Geography. Such
learning materials as graphs, drawings and pictures are so insufficient
that they should be stressed more.

Lastly, regarding how much the aims and purports of the 7th National
Curriculum are presented, revealed are that the textbooks in the 7th
National Curriculum include more contents and activities about individual
learning, and introduce Internet addresses related to learning contents.
That is how they make positive attempts.

Based on the results of the research above, some recommendations
would possibly be suggested as follows to enrich the contents of Chapter
I, "Natural Environment & Human Life.” Firstly, student activities
need to be presented more whereas the contents do to be explained less.
The contents should be supplemented in a descriptive way and made
richer. Secondly, the Ministry of Education or the textbook publication

companies concerned should make appropriate picture materials CD which
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could be good used in class. Thirdly, more drawing materials should be
made and put into textbooks. Lastly, once cooperation learning 1is
increased and more various Internet sites are introduced, learning effect
could be improved even more.

This thesis intends to find out the differences of the various textbooks
in structures, content elements, learning materials, and so forth from
quantitative sense of comparison. From now on the study on differences
among textbooks needs to be performed more in qualitative differences
such as sentence descriptive methods and the qualities of learning
material such as graphs, drawings, and pictures along with the

quantitative discussions.
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