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<Abstract>

A Study on the Environment Awareness of Elementary
School Students in Jeju—-do

Boo, Kyung-Min
Biological Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University,

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Oh, Hong—Shik

The purpose of this study is to investigate how much elementary school
students in Jeju—-do are interested in the environment, how they looked at it and
its preservation, and to what extent they actually try to prevent it from being
damaged. A survey was conducted on elementary school students in Jeju-do,
and the collected data was analyzed with SPSS program. The findings of this
study are as follows:

First, The result shows that school instructions were the major to acquire
relevant knowledge for them and they are highly interested in environmental
issues. Regarding the relationship of man with nature, their opinion show that
human beings should be in harmony with nature and adjust themselves to it.
TV and radio are the major channels through which they keep in touch with
the environment. The surroundings around their residences and schools are

highly satisfactory, and they prefer to dwell at nice places with clean air and

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial Fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in 2003. 8.
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forest around. And they are eager to acquire environmental knowledge.

Second, they have little firsthand experience to see environmental pollution in
person, and they scarcely feel that their own action might cause environmental
pollution. Car emission is looked upon as the worst air pollutant, and polluted
water from factories are viewed as the most severe water contaminant.
Pesticide and chemical fertilizers are considered as the factors to contaminate
soil. And the development for tourism is regarded as the major factor to pollute
or ruin the environment.

Third, they believe that environment should be kept intact for the sake of
human life. The large number of the students learn from their teachers about
how to prevent environmental pollution. Most of students predict that the island
will get worse in terms of environmental pollution, and find it necessary to
preserve the environment when they watch the splendid scenery.

Finally, as to their efforts for environmental preservation, they think that
people should bring wastes to their houses after school picnic or outings, and
learn from their teachers to pay attention to that. They are viewed to be
responsible for environmental preservation, and they are willing to join any

campaign for that.
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