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< Abstract>

Textbook Model for a Theme-centered Explorationin
Middle School Sociology
—a case of 'Jejudo’ in the first-grade textbook of

middle school social studies

Yeong-im Lee

Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Myeong-cheol Son

This study’s goal is to restructure the contents of social studies textbook in the
theme-centered exploration for the sake of rational analysis and problem solving
which lead to positive response to the future society. It also enhances the efficiency
of learning by linking theory with reality and by using various information
effectively.

In order to achieve this goal, the researcher after examining the function and
format of textbook and previous study results presented a desirable textbook model.
First, the problems on the current first-grade textbook of social studies was pointed
out. Second, an alternative textbook model for the theme-centered exploration was
suggested for correcting the problems.

The model consists of three phases: the introduction of problem situation, the

topicalization of the problem condition, and the intensive exploration of the theme.

* This paper is for the master’s degree in education, submitted to the committee in the graduate school
of education in August 2007.
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Specifically, it has eight steps. The alternative textbook was developed with the
subject 'Jejudo’ in the regional geographic units of the first—grade textbook of
social studies as an example. By using the alternative textbook, a survey was
conducted for the experimental class of 86 first-grade students in P middle school.
The relevance of textbook model were analyzed from the questionnaire dealing with
the learning effectiveness of the theme-centered exploration.

The findings are as follows. First, the textbook model for theme-centered
exploration allows students to be able to better understand regional characteristics
or problems. Second, the theme-oriented approach exploring the entire picture of
regions with particular problem-oriented themes increases the interest and
motivation about learning and induces students to participate in the active and
affirmative learning with curiosity. Third, the model emphasizing problem searching
and solution finding is assessed to make the self-leading learning possible which is
considered important in the Seventh Education Curriculum. Fourth, the model shows
that students can promote the growth of integrated learning experiences through
the interaction between their present and new experiences as the contents of
learning, that 1is, the contents of textbook. Finally, the textbook model for
theme-centered exploration has the high Ilearning expansion, being recognized

effective to study other regions or troubles in similar situations

Key words: theme-centered exploration, self-leading learning, integrated learning

experience, learning expansion
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