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(Abstract)

Toson Shimazaki

Study on Fairy Tale

Jungsim Kang

Department of Japanese Language and Literature,
Graduate School of Jeju National University

Advisor Professor Nanhee Kim

This paper closely examines the establishment process of Toson'’s fairy tale
along with the background of the era in which Toson’s fairy tale was born.
It focuses on the fact that studies on Toson Shimazaki are being actively
conducted in poetry and novels, but the genre of fairy tales is an unexplored
area, and that Toson was more proud of his fairy tales than poetry and
novels.

For Toson, there are four collections of fairy tales, "To Children; (1917)

"Hometowny (1920) "The Story of Childhood; (1924) "Cheer Up Mochiy
(1940). The paper reveals that there was a long period of study and the
spirit of the times was important until the four books of fairy tales created
by Toson came out.

Toson’'s fairy tales and juvenile works have a unique characteristic that
they are not intended for young children, as they are commonly thought of,
because they cover the age group that encompasses even the young
generation.

Since Toson was a writer who was greatly influenced by Rousseau, it was
found that Rousseau’s naturalistic educational views were reflected in many
of his fairy tales. Toson, who walked the path from a romantic poet to a

naturalist novelist, was a writer with extraordinary observations of nature. He
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found profound messages in nature and tried to convey the great power of
nature. Also, Toson expected his fairy tale works to be able to communicate
not only with children but also with the youth.

On the other hand, the children’s literature movement in the Taisho period
gave birth to a children’s magazine TAkaitoriy (1918), and Toson published 11
fairy tales in this magazine. TAkaitoriy is a revolutionary children’s magazine
that declares differentiation from conventional fairy tales. [Koganemaruy
opened a new field of children’s literature in that it had a dramatic plot and
many ingenious ideas that aroused fun, but it was far from the modern
values that children’s literature should aim for in that it reflected the
imperialist ideology of the Meiji period. So, the 'Akaitori Movement’
resonated with established writers, and it was found that many writers joined
the movement.

The 1st collection of fairy tales, 'To Children; , is a record of the
impressions Toson felt while traveling around the world. While early modern
Japan was stagnant and backward due to its isolation policy, the West made
remarkable progress by pioneering trade routes to the world. Among the English
textbooks Toson studied as a child, there is Parlay(#¥~—Ul —)'s "The History of
All Countries(JJE{52)y . Toson, who experienced the world geography and
history in person as an adult he learned from books in his childhood, conveyed
that impression to his children and urged them to live with an open mind on the
world stage.

The 2nd collection of fairy tales, "Hometowny , is regarded as a work of
the opposite benefit, conscious of the first collection, "To Childreny . A solid
identity is required to move toward the world. Thus, he told children about
him and his children’s roots, his hometown, Magome. It was considered that

"Hometowny; was a work born from a sense of mission to remember the
hometown, the root of the writer himself and his children, and pass it down

to future generations, not just recording and delivering Toson’s childhood
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memories.

The 3rd collection of fairy tales, [Childhood Stories; , tells about the
choices in life that children who have entered adolescence will face. As a
teenager, Toson dreamed of becoming a politician, and the adults around him
expected him to become a businessman, but he eventually chose the path of
literature. In this work, this paper discovered the message that in order to
find the path that human beings truly desire, they may go through agony and
betray the expectations of those around them, but they must persevere on
their own path without wavering.

It was noted that the 4th collection of fairy tales, T"Cheer Up Mochiy , was
released 17 years after the 3rd collection "Childhood Stories; Cheer Up
Mochiy i1s also differentiated from previous works in terms of composition,
format, and symbolism of the title. The writer's children had already grown
up, married, and become parents. Toson told the Japanese people who were
exhausted from the long war that the war situation they were facing was a
hill they must overcome together. Toson had to cross several hills in his
childhood to come out to Tokyo. What gave him strength at that time was
the ‘cheer up mochi’. Recalling this, the writer derived a message that he
expected this fairy tale book to be a ’‘cheer up mochi’ for the Japanese
people living in the same era.

It can be seen that Toson’s fairy tales are quite different from common
fairy tales in terms of content and form. As Toson started out as a poet,
Toson’s fairy tales have a sense of rhythm enough to remind people of prose
poetry and use a refined style. Toson was skeptical about Sazanami’s fairy
tale format. He also tried to get away from Charles Perrault’s fairy tales and
the Brothers Grimm'’s fairy tale form. In other words, it is thought that
Toson judged that absurd and cruel descriptions such as Snow White; |,

"Cinderella; and 'Little Red Riding Hood; are not beneficial to children.

Toson wrote fairy tales hoping that his children would keep the realm of
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childhood, but he did not cover absurd subjects. The characteristics of Toson's
fairy tale are based on the writer's own experience, but it is the father’'s life
that he wanted to share with his children, and there is a sense of community
that is connected to blood and regionalism. The beginning of Toson’'s fairy tale
started as a story that a father wanted to tell his children, but when it was
published as a book, it was directed to all children in the world. It was found
that he emphasized the need to have an identity in order to realize a dream

toward a wider world.
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