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A study on the Seogwipo period of Lee Joong-Seop

Jeun, Eun—Ja*

Lee Joong—Seop is adored as a people’s artist of Korea. But his life
was checkered despite his posthumous fame unparalleled by many
other artists. He was born in Southern Pyveongan province in northwest
Korea and studied in the Japanese School of Culture during the forced
Japanese occupation of Korea. While at the school, he was favorably
noticed following his first submission of paintings to the Free Artists
Association while at school. After returning to Korea, his artwork was
mainly based around the area of Wonsan in northeast Korea. Upon the
outhreak of the Korean War, he fled from Wonsan with his family
through Busan to Seogwipo on Jeju Island. The life in refuge was not
easy but he persistently continued to paint.

The Seogwipo period of Lee Joong—-Seop lasted only about eleven
months. But it was the finest time of his artwork. He painted a variety
of objects that he saw living on the island, such as, an island, a crab,
children, family, tangerines, and cows. These objects remain as
important motives for his paintings even after his Seogwipo period.
They frequently appear in his oil paintings and drawings, as well as,
drawings on silver foil paper. It is very clear that the Seogwipo period
definitely influenced the birth of the major pieces of Lee Joong-Seop’s
artwork. Despite the significance of the Seogwipo period in his art

world, research papers on Lee Joong—-Seop give only a meager touch

* Curator, Lee Joong-Seop Art Museum
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of the period. The influence of the Secgwipo period is perceived as
insignificant because his time in Seogwipo was relatively short,
compared to the time he lived in other regions.

Accordingly, the study sheds a new light on the Seogwipo period of
Lee Joong—Seop. The notable characteristics of the paintings from his
Seogwipo period arebe described as warm, witty, merry, loving, and a
fantasy like Utopia. The in-depth depiction of family love in his
paintings was possible because of his time in Seogwipo. Another
important point of this study is given to the testimonies of his school
mates from the Japanese School of Culture. Since the testimonies will
corroborate the missing parts in research on Lee Joong-Seop, the
significance should be equally important to his Seogwipo period.

Key Words

Lee Joong-Seop, the Seogwipo period, Objects, Family, Drawings on silver
foil paper, crabs, Japanese School of Culture
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