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Comparative Analysis of Male Images Appeared in
Magazine Advertising of South Korea and China

Qi Gu*-Kim, Hee-Jung**

The purpose of the paper is to analyze the difference between today’s
male images of South Korean and China through the analysis of
advertisements in Korea and China. In particular, the cultural differences
between the two countries is to be examined by analyzing whether there
are any difference in local and global women’s magazines. We analyzed
the image of male models appearing in ads of Korean and Chinese
women’s magazines by categorizing variety of information derived
through literature study such as the age of advertising model, race,
major roles, sexual expression, relationship with the product, product
type etc.

The results showed that the male models appeared in Korean
women’s magazines are mostly domestic models in 30s described as
traditional roles and indirect sexual expression. They also appeared in
many fashion product advertising as users of the products. In China
women's magazines, man's model was usually a white man of 30s
described as a traditional role, and described as a user of the product

without any sexual expression. Consequently, it showed that Korea is

# Master of Journalism and Public Relations, Jeju National University
#% Professor of Journalism and Public Relations, Jeju National University
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more traditional than China in the expression of sexual images of male

models appeared in ‘women's magazine advertising.

Key Words : Male Image, Magazine Advertising, South Korea, China.
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